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the Government, while 29 constituted an Independent
Labour Party. On the Opposition benches Chamber-
lainites were a great deal more numerous than Balfourites,
and still more numerous than Conservative Free Traders;
and thenceforward there was never any doubt that the
return of a Tory Government to power would mean
Protection. For the first time in twenty years Liberals had
effective political power so far as the representative chamber
was concerned; but it was soon to be realised that a Liberal
Government with a virtual majority of 356 was in fact
far less powerful than a Tory Government with a tenth of
that majority. Balfour, irritated no doubt by the castiga-
tion which he had received at the polls, cast his usual
discretion to the wind, and declared quite plainly from
the start that, although his Party had suffered an un-
precedented defeat at the hands of the electors, it still
possessed a permanent majority in the House of Lords,
which would serve to nullify every serious effort of the
popular forces to translate their desires into laws* Thus
was projected from the very moment of Liberal victory
the shadow of a struggle with the Upper House which was,
more and more, to become the real preoccupation of the
1906 Parliament; which was to frustrate all its best
endeavours; and finally to compel it to go to the country
on a first-class constitutional issue*
In some respects the immense Liberal majority was a
disappointing one. Never before had so large a number of
solid, prosperous, and not very daring or imaginative, Non-
conformists sat in the House of Commons* Those who
were not Nonconformists were mostly successful middle-
class men, who had no real quarrel with a social and
economic system which had enabled them to thrive so
conspicuously. And from the beginning an unmistakable
dullness, a lack of bold enterprise, seemed to possess them